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Limestone Creek Elementary School fourth-grade student Maggie Bradley passes out personal chalkboards
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to her classmates during a field trip to the Little Red Schoolhouse at Phipps Ocean Park in April 2023.
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Preservation Foundation, Yesteryear
Village partner on student program

Jodie Wagner
Palm Beach Daily News
USA TODAY NETWORK

The Preservation Foundation of Palm Beach will
partner with Yesteryear Village at the South Florida
Fairgrounds to host its Little Red Schoolhouse Living
History Program for fourth-graders during the 2025-
26 school year.

Launched in 1990, the program immerses students
inwhatschoollife waslikein thelate1800s. Thousands
of students from Palm Beach, Broward and Martin
counties participate each school year.

The program's temporary relocation to Yesteryear
Village — a living history park showcasing pre-1940
Floridalife — comes as Phipps Ocean Park undergoes a
$31million renovation that began in May.

The park, inthe town's South End, hasbeenhometo
the schoolhouse since 1960.

The Preservation Foundation will carry out resilien-
cy and restoration work on the schoolhouse as part of
the park restoration, which is expected to be complete
in October 2026. The Phipps Ocean Park Tennis Center
and adjacent parking facilities remain on track to re-
open Nov. 1.

“This partnership is truly a win-win,” said Danielle
Del Sol, the foundation's president and CEO. “Our pro-
gram continues to serve the students and schools of
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Palm Beach County, and at the same time, we’re helping
to activate one of the county’s most important historic
resources.”

Hosting the Living History Program at Yesteryear Vil-
lage allows both organizations to further their shared
goal of preserving and promoting local heritage, said
Matt Wallsmith, president and CEO of South Florida Fair
& Palm Beach County Expositions, Inc.

Yesteryear Village, at 601-7 Sansbury's Way in West
Palm Beach, offers visitors an immersive look at early
Florida through costumed interpreters sharing stories of
daily life before modern technology.

It showcases over 30 historic buildings and artifacts
from 1895 to 1945, including a schoolhouse, general
store, blacksmith shop, church, and the Riddle House —
a1905 Edwardian home relocated to the village in1995.

“This partnership is the perfect collaboration as we
have a shared interest in serving and educating local
students about our area’s history,” Wallsmith said. “This
will add to the programming that we already do with the
schools, which includes annual tours.”

The Living History Program kicks off the 2025-26
school year in October. For information, visit https://
www.palmbeachpreservation.org/education/little-
red-schoolhouse/.

Jodie Wagner is a journalist at the Palm Beach Daily
News, part of the USA TODAY Florida Network. You can
reach her at jwagner@pbdailynews.com.
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